
Today’s Suggested Schedule—April 2024, Week 4
Today’s Bible Story: I’m with You (Simeon Waits for the Messiah) • Luke 2:25-35 

Today’s Bottom Line: God is with you while you wait.

Monthly Memory Verse: Wait for the Lord. Be strong and don’t lose hope. Wait for the Lord. Psalm 27:14 (NIrV) 
Monthly Virtue: Patience—Waiting until later for what you want now 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Pray for those who might be visiting your group for the first time. Reflect on God’s perfect timing in fulfilling the promise to send a Savior and how God’s fulfillment of that promise gives you hope as you wait on other things in your life. Ask God to help the kids in your group experience gifts of patience, peace, and joy as they wait for things in their own lives. 
9:30 PREGAME DOWNSTAIRS

9:45 LEADERS CONNECT AND GAME ROOM OPENS

10:10 MOVE TO TEACHING ROOM/WORSHIP Tell Alexa to turn off the music.

(Screen will be on with the theme. Click the right arrow on round button on the remote to push slides forward).

10:20 WELCOME EVERYONE AND PRAY

10:25 VIDEO

(Press round button on remote to push to the story).

10:40 SMALL GROUP TIME 

10:55 PRAYER

11:00 WRAP UP/KIDS HELP CLEAN UP/MOVE TO GAME ROOM
Encourage parents to take a Parent Cue sheet. 

Encourage kids to remember to take their take home piece with them.

GAME ROOM
· On the whiteboard:
Unscramble the memory verse.
Kindergarten and 1st Grade
ick Tock Wait Around the Clock
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]

Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing

What You Need: “Around the Clock” Activity Page, crayons or markers 
What You Do:
· Give each kid a circle from the “Around the Clock” Activity Page.

· Make sure all 12 circles are handed out. It’s fine if kids have more than one! 

· Set out the crayons or markers.

· As kids color, ask questions to help them review the story. Touch on the following key points:

· One day, as Simeon prayed, God’s Spirit spoke to him and said, “You will not die before you see the Lord’s Messiah.” (Explain the Messiah is God’s Rescuer the Israelites waited and hoped for, for hundreds and hundreds of years.) 

· Simeon waited . . . and waited . . . and WAITED.

· Years later, God’s Spirit told Simeon to go to the temple courtyard. 

· Simeon quickly obeyed. 

· While he was there, Simeon saw Jesus! 

· At this time, baby Jesus was only eight days old, and Mary and Joseph had brought Him to the Temple so they could dedicate Him to God. 

· When kids finish coloring, arrange the images in order in a circle to create a “clock.” 
· Use the images to review the story, reading the text in each speech bubble to the group. 

What You Say: 

“Simeon waited for God’s promise to come true. (Point to the images around the “clock” as you say:) Through all this time, Simeon waited patiently, and with joy, trusting God’s promise. And when the time was right, JESUS, God’s one and only Son, sent to be our Savior, arrived. (Point to the image of Simeon holding baby Jesus.) And Simeon held baby Jesus in his arms, just as God’s Spirit had promised! Wow! Simeon praised God and said, ‘Lord, you are the King over all. Now let me, your servant, go in peace. That is what you promised. My eyes have seen your salvation’ (Luke 2:29-30 NIrV). Simeon didn’t know how the rest of God’s story would unfold. But he did know that every minute had been worth the wait! 

“God promises us that no matter how long WE have to wait, in the end God will make everything right for those who follow Jesus. Even more, [Bottom Line] God is with you while you wait.” 

2nd Grade and 3rd Grade

What You Need: Bibles, bookmarks, yarn, markers
What You Do:

· Give every 2-3 kids a Bible to share.
· Lead them to look up the Memory Verse using the Bible Navigation Tips below.
Finding verses with 2nd and 3rd graders: Guide them to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. (Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like.) When the kids find the table of contents, lead them to find Psalms in the list under “Old Testament.” When the kids find Psalms, lead them to look at the page number beside the word. Explain that the number tells them on what page they can find Psalms. Help the kids find the page. When they find Psalms, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Help them find chapter 27. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers. Help them find verse 14 in chapter 27. 
· Invite a few kids to read the verse aloud. 
· Recite the Memory Verse a few times together.
· Give each kid a bookmark and a marker. 
· Instruct each kid to write “Wait on the Lord” on one side of the bookmark. And their name on the other side.
· Show kids how to pull the yarn through the hole and tie a knot. 
What You Say:
“Our Memory Verse tells us to wait for the Lord. But, what does this actually look like? (Invite responses. Prompt kids with examples if needed.) 

“If you are waiting for ice cream to be served, you can show people what Jesus is like by being grateful instead of grumbling. If you moved to a new city and haven’t found friends yet, you can trust that God is going to provide for you. This week, I want you to use your bottles to remind you that [Bottom Line] God is with you while you wait no matter what you are waiting through.”
Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application

What You Need: No supplies needed
What You Do: 
· One by one, invite the kids in the group to share anything they are waiting for or times they have felt impatient before.

· After each kid shares, instruct the group to say: [Bottom Line] “God is with you while you wait.”
· Close your group time in prayer.

What You Say:

“God, thank You that You don’t leave us in the waiting. No matter how long we have to wait and no matter what we’re waiting for, You have promised that everything will be made right in the end for those who follow Jesus. Please work through Your Holy Spirit in us to help us this week to wait with hope. May we trust and believe that [Bottom Line] God is with you while you wait. We love You and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
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