
Today’s Suggested Schedule—May 2024, Week 1
Today’s Bible Story: Light My Way (God’s Word Is a Light) • Psalm 119:105
Today’s Bottom Line: Practice hearing from God.
Monthly Memory Verse: Training the body has some value. But being godly has value in every way. It promises help for the life you are now living and the life to come. 1 Timothy 4:8 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Commitment—Making a plan and putting it into practice 

Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice.
As kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Pray for those who might visit your group for the first time. Thank God for following through with the plan to send Jesus to rescue us. Ask God to help show each of the kids how God is speaking to them through the Bible. Thank God for allowing you the opportunity to help kids better connect and learn how they can hear from God.
9:30 PREGAME DOWNSTAIRS

9:45 LEADERS CONNECT AND GAME ROOM OPENS

10:10 MOVE TO TEACHING ROOM/WORSHIP Tell Alexa to turn off the music.

(Screen will be on with the theme. Click the right arrow on round button on the remote to push slides forward).

10:20 WELCOME EVERYONE AND PRAY

10:25 VIDEO

(Press round button on remote to push to the story).

10:40 SMALL GROUP TIME 

10:55 PRAYER

11:00 WRAP UP/KIDS HELP CLEAN UP/MOVE TO GAME ROOM
Encourage parents to take a Parent Cue sheet. 

Encourage kids to remember to take their take home piece with them.

GAME ROOM
· On the whiteboard:
Write or draw something you have to practice.

Kindergarten and 1st Grade
Animal Sound Charades
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding 
What You Need: “Animal Charade Cards” Activity Page
What You Do:
· Instruct the kids to sit in a circle. 

· Set out the “Animal Charade Cards” Activity Page cards face down in a pile.

· Direct one kid to pick the card at the top of the deck.

· Instruct the kid to read their card, keeping the type of animal a secret, and make the animal’s sound.

· Encourage the rest of the group to guess what the animal is. 

· Share that the kids are allowed to ask you for help during the activity. They can ask you to:

· Read the card and make the animal sound along with the kid.

· Read the card and give a few helpful hints to the group if more help is needed. 

· Instruct the kid who guesses correctly to choose the next card from the deck and take a turn.

· Continue until all animals have been guessed.

What You Say:
“Some of these animal sounds were easy to recognize because we learned about them when we were babies—maybe we played with toys or heard songs about these animals and the sounds they make. Other animals we may have learned as we’ve gotten older and some we may not have known about just yet. 

“What happened during our game when you didn’t know what sound to make or if you couldn’t figure out what the sound was? (Invite responses.) You had to ask for help! There are many different ways we can hear from God! We can hear from God when we read or listen to the Bible, when we talk to God in prayer, and when we ask for help from adults we know who love God too! When we read the Bible, we can see how Jesus lived and then follow His example. All of these things and more are ways that we can [Bottom Line] practice hearing from God!” 
[Make It Personal] (Share about how to make a habit of hearing from God. If possible, share about a time you heard from God and how that helped you make a decision or know what to do.)
2nd Grade and 3rd Grade

. Highlight God’s Word
[Live for God | Application Activity] 

Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application

What You Need: “Highlight God’s Word” Activity Page, and highlighters
What You Do:
· Give each kid a highlighter and a “Highlight God’s Word” Activity Page.

· Say: “I’m going to read a verse from Scripture out loud from the page you have in front of you. Highlight the words or phrases that jump out to you.”

· For the first Scripture or two, instruct the kids to keep the cap on their highlighters as you read each verse, and emphasize key words or phrases to help them understand the process.
· After the first couple of verses, challenge kids to highlight words or phrases on their own as you read the verses out loud.

· After each verse, ask: “What words or phrases in this passage of Scripture stuck out to you?”
· NOTE: Kids should be encouraged to highlight what’s meaningful to them, which will likely be different from the kids around them! That’s wonderful and shows how God speaks to each of us!

What You Say:
“I loved hearing what words from all of those verses stood out to each of you. The beautiful thing is that sometimes we had different things highlighted—and that’s great! God speaks to each of us in different ways through the Bible. Reading God’s Word is one way that we can [Bottom Line] practice hearing from God. 

“We can ask God for help to light up certain words for us when we read or listen to the Bible. This is one way we can hear from God! And as you continue to read the Bible, you can see how Jesus lived His life, then follow His example. The more we practice this, the better we can learn to hear God’s voice in our lives!”
Pray and Dismiss

[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application

What You Need: Bible, blank bookmarks, stickers
What You Do: 
· Give each kid a bookmark and three stickers.

· Ask kids to put their stickers on their bookmarks.

· Tell the kids that these bookmarks are to use with their Bible at home.

If a kid says they don’t have one, please give them one from our supply.

· Close your group time in prayer. 

What You Say:

“Today, we talked about many different ways we can [Bottom Line] practice hearing from God.  By making a habit of being quiet and listening, reading our Bible, and learning from wise adults who love us and love Jesus, we can [Bottom Line] practice hearing from God.

“Dear God, thank You for the many, many ways we can hear from You. We love You and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
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